[Intestinal invagination caused by colonic lipoma].
The observation of a case of intestinal intussusception caused by lipoma of the colon prompted the authors to review the literature on the subject and to examine the main characteristics of lipoma of the colon which represent the most frequent benign neoplasia of the large intestine after adenomatous polyps. Lipomas of the colon are localised in 90% of cases at the submucous level, are usually solitary, of varying size and may be sessile or pedunculated. They are almost always asymptomatic; only when they are of a reasonable size do they become manifest following alterations of the alveus, rectorrhagia, abdominal pain or the occupation of the colic lumen by the mass, or intestinal intussusception caused by the progression of the pedunculated lipoma. This difficult diagnosis may be aided by colonscopy with biopsy and dual contrast opaque enema. The prognosis of the disease depends on the presence or absence of complications and, in the case of the former, on early diagnosis and treatment. Lipoma of the colon of less than 2 cm may be electively removed endoscopically, those greater than 2 cm by laparotomy or laparoscopy. In emergency cases, it is advisable to perform a more or less extensive resection of the colon depending on the size of the tumour. In the case reported by the authors, an intussusception manouevre was first performed followed by left segmentary colectomy.